St Eds Rural South SNT January 2011 newsletter

A new PCSO has started work with the St Edmundsbury Rural South Safer Neighbourhood Team based in Clare. PCSO Ryan Wilson will work with Pc Ruth Horton having particular responsibility for the villages of Clare, Cavendish, Stoke By Clare, Hundon, Stradishall, Wixoe, Poslingford, Hawkedon, Denston, Brockley and Stansfield.

Ryan has been a town centre based PCSO working with both Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies for over 6 years. For the last 4 years with the Bury Central SNT He has worked with varied retail outlets, small businesses and local establishments, as well as partnership agencies; amongst them St Edmundsbury Borough Council. 

We also start the year with crime in the area still falling. The latest crime statistics reveal a 34% decrease in burglaries, a 40% decrease in theft from motor vehicle and a 25% reduction in overall crime compared to the same period last year.

However we cannot be complacent and there are two emerging trends in West Suffolk to be aware of. Suffolk Police are appealing for drivers to be vigilant following a spate of catalytic converter thefts. The catalytic converters have been removed from vehicles parked in a variety of locations, from car parks and driveways to lay-bys or in the street.

Crime Reduction Officer Bernard Plume has the following advice -

·
Private vehicles should be kept in a well-secured garage where possible, and if no garage is available, in a well-lit, public area.

·
Vehicles can be parked in such a way as to make access to the catalytic converter difficult, or parallel with another vehicle if you own one.

·
Commercial vehicles should also be kept in a locked building or compound.

·
Use alarms, lighting and CCTV to deter thieves.

·
Catalytic converters can be marked with etching or UV pens, and with SmartWater, which is an invisible liquid with a unique formula that forensically proves where the marked item comes from.

Suffolk Police are also issuing advice to help keep heating oil safe and secure over the winter period, following a number of thefts of oil in December.

Just a few simple steps can help make your tank and fuel more difficult for thieves to target.

· Screen your tank with fencing or hedges

· Close and secure any gates leading to the tank

· Conceal or cover any external pipes and fuel lines.

· Install dusk to dawn security lighting 

· Install lockable caps supported by a closed shackle padlock.

· Regularly check your fuel levels, sensors which monitor levels from inside

the home are available

· Consider installing a tank alarm

We hold Community Priority Setting meetings, which are attended by the police, county, district and parish councillors.
 The aim is to:

 

· Discuss issues put forward by the local community.

· Discuss the top three priorities chosen by members of the public and decide how these should be addressed and how we are going to tackle them.

· Arrange feedback to local people about progress.

 

These meetings are open to the public, so if you would like to come along and raise any issues with us, the next one for your area is on Thursday 10th March 2011 at the Erskine Centre in Chedburgh (IP29 4UL) from 7pm-9pm
Monthly statistics are available on the Suffolk County Council website. Just go into www.suffolkcc.gov.uk  Put in the field Crime Statistics then click on interactive crime summary xls.

Please consider registering with Police Direct on www.suffolk.police.uk, which will enable you to receive relevant information about crime and policing issues in your area.

The Police non emergency is 01284 774100,or you can e-mail us at stedsruralsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

Please dial 999 if immediate response needed.

If you wish to report criminal activity in your area anonymously  please ring the Crime stoppers number 0800 555111

Your local SNT Officers are:

Sgt 566 Kevin Horton

Pc 18 Trish Sinclair

Pc 704 Ruth Horton

Pcso 3140 Alex Foster

Pcso 3129 Kayla Packman

Pcso 3071 Ryan Wilson

