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During April the St Edmundsbury Rural South Safer Neighbourhood Team supported Officers who were deployed countywide to increase speed checks and enforcement during a week long European enforcement campaign, lead by Tispol – the European Traffic Police Network, and clampdown on those speeding.

Seventeen separate speed checks were carried out in our villages. These resulted in ten fixed penalty notices being issues, six drivers cautioned and two drivers summonsed to appear at court.

Speeding remains one of the main causation factors of fatal and serious injury collisions. In 2010 20 people died on Suffolk’s roads and in almost a third of these incidents speeding was identified as being a contributory factor.
Now the evenings are lighter and the weather has improved Suffolk police are reminding the public to be extra vigilant and consider the security of their property at all times.

It is a fact that keeping windows and doors of houses, sheds and garages locked and secure significantly reduces the chances of being burgled and the police are asking for the public’s help with this. The police message is quite clear – Lock up and keep safe.

Items stolen as a result of insecurities tend to be smaller things such as cameras, laptops, and mobile phones from houses, or tools, cycles and lawnmowers from sheds or garages.

At this time of year people spend more time in their garden. It’s tempting at the end of a relaxing day to leave items out such as games, BBQs, garden furniture, toys, and bicycles. These items are also attractive to thieves and costly to replace. A few minutes packing up the garden could prevent later inconvenience and expense.

Friends, family, and neighbours are also being asked to help, support and advise, and keep an eye on the elderly and/or vulnerable to prevent them becoming victims of distraction burglars or rogue traders and to emphasise the message to them of – If in doubt, keep them out.

We hold Community Priority Setting meetings, which are attended by the police, county, district and parish councillors. The aim is to:

· Discuss issues put forward by the local community.

· Discuss the top three priorities chosen by members of the public and decide how these should be addressed and how we are going to tackle them.

· Arrange feedback to local people about progress.

These meetings are open to the public, so if you would like to come along and raise any issues with us, the next one for our area is on Thursday 9th June 2011 7pm - 9pm - Village Hall Aylmer Close Risby IP28 6RT.
If you cannot make this meeting and would like to get in touch about something which concerns you– please contact us on either 01473 613500 or email stedsruralsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
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Have your say. Suffolk Constabulary is keen to hear your views about policing in the county. Please click here to complete our on-line survey. ( http://eforms.suffolk.police.uk/AF3/an/default.aspx/RenderForm/?F.Name=pqoDjU1dRaL )

