ST EDMUNDSBURY RURAL SOUTH SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM

APRIL 2010 NEWSLETTER

PRIORITIES:

1. FARMWATCH – Overall review and ensure schemes are actively running

2. CLARE (Area of The Nuttery) – Anti Social Behaviour, Vehicles driving onto the field and broken bottles found in the area

3. CLARE (Country Park Car Park) – Anti Social Behaviour caused by young people gathering in their vehicles

More information regarding these priorities and details of how we intend to police these problems, see your local Neighbourhood Policing website on www.onesuffolk.co.uk/safersuffolk/stedmundsburyruralsouth 

To view this months public events please visit our website via www.onesuffolk.co.uk/safersuffolk/stedmundsburyruralsouth 

This month’s newsletter comes at a time of year when those of us who are gardeners start planning for the anticipated long hot summer. We spend time in the greenhouse bringing on and lovingly nurturing our young bedding plants to put out in planters and hanging baskets or we browse around garden centres looking for more mature plants to fill our containers.  If you’re like me, you will clean all those garden ornaments, which you have collected over the years so that they take pride of place in the garden amongst your floral displays and perfectly manicured lawn. Then you can sit back and relax with a cold beer or glass of wine and admire your hard work and privately pat yourself on the back for your efforts.

Unfortunately, it is also the time of year for thieves to totally disregard or respect your garden and all it contains. Garden ornament and planter thefts are a seasonal crime and criminals will take advantage of the lack of security and easy access to your front garden to steal these items. Within our Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) area we are currently experiencing a number of these types of offences. These thefts do cause a lot of distress to the victims, not only because the items cost a lot of money to replace, but also a lot of these items have sentimental value, and in some cases are many years old.  We are of course putting in extra patrols in vulnerable areas, but with such a large area to cover we do need the public’s support in not only helping us to detect the offenders but also to deter them as well.

Simple crime prevention measures can be taken by householders to reduce the chances of you becoming a victim of this type of crime. Garden ornaments can be chained and secured to a fixed position as can hanging baskets, and most garden centres and DIY stores sell plant anchors to secure your planters. Always mark your garden ornaments and planters by etching your postcode and house number, or name so that in the event that your property is stolen we can trace it. It is also a good idea to photograph your property, digitally if possible. All of these steps help to keep your property safe and ensure we can prosecute the offenders.  Remember; if you see anything or anybody you consider suspicious then let us know immediately. The police non emergency telephone number is 01284 774100, or you can e-mail us at 
stedsruralsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk Please dial 999 if an immediate response is needed. It would also be helpful if you see a suspicious vehicle to note down the registration number together with any distinguishing marks and a full description of suspicious persons. By working together we can make a difference.

Unfortunately, PCSO Alex Foster remains on long-term sick leave and the likelihood is she is going to be absent for a few more weeks. The rest of the team continue to cover in her absence so please contact us if you have any issues.

Good news regarding the spate of thefts from outbuildings:

Two men have been charged with conspiracy to commit burglary (outbuildings), following a large-scale investigation by Suffolk Constabulary.

26 year old Levi Smith of Stanstead has also been charged with aggravated vehicle taking relating to a car taken from Great Cornard in November 2009 and converting criminal property under the Proceeds of Crime Act.

21-year-old William Parker of Cambridge has also been charged with attempted theft from three vehicles in Thurlow in October 2009 and converting criminal property under the Proceeds of Crime Act.

Both men have been released on bail to appear before Bury Magistrates Court on 13th April.

A 32-year-old man from the Newmarket area has received a caution for giving false details to a scrap dealer when selling metal.

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team is:
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PCSO 3140 Alex Foster 

PCSO 3219 Kayla Packman 




PCSO 3218 David Matchett 

Please consider registering with Police Direct on www.suffolk.police.uk  which will enable you to receive relevant information about crime and policing issues in your area.

The Police non emergency number is 01284 774100, or you can e-mail us at stedsruralsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk   

Please dial 999 if immediate response needed.

If you wish to report criminal activity in your area anonymously please ring the Crime Stoppers number 0800 555111

