
6th JULY 2011
DIANE's DIALOGUE:
We want to raise your awareness about Distraction Burglary – a terrible crime committed against the vulnerable and elderly – please keep an eye on your members and spread the word and the advice given below.

Keep them out and don’t become a victim of a bogus caller.!

KNOCK KNOCK WHO’S THERE…… 
A STRANGER AT YOUR DOOR!!

Suffolk constabulary are urging residents to be aware of bogus callers. Bogus callers can be either a man, woman or even a child. The most common tricks used to get into your homes and steal money or valuables are:

· Claiming to be from the waterboard.
· Asking to use to the toilet or telephone.
· Claiming to have lost a ball in your garden.
· Offering to do work on your house, such as gardening or clearing your path.
· Claiming to be from a charity, the local council or the police.

Don’t get caught out!

Lock: make sure your back door is locked.
Stop: are you expecting any one? Keep your door locked and closed.
Chain: if you have a chain put it on. 
Check: Check their ID before opening the door. Ask them to hand you their details through your letterbox if you don’t have a door chain.

If in doubt keep them out and call the police on 999. 
-------------------------------------------------

DIGITAL SWITCHOVER
Suffolk Police are asking residents to look out for their vulnerable or elderly neighbours and to notify the police immediately of any suspicious callers.

Wednesday the 6 July 2011 is Digital switch over day for parts of Suffolk, with the final phase of the switch over for this area on 9 Nov 11, at Tacolneston, for North Suffolk and Norfolk. 

If you have any queries or concerns about the switch over you can contact, the Digital Help Scheme set up for those who need the most assistance to switch to digital. Help is also available for those aged 75 or over, registered blind or partial sighted or in receipt of certain benefits, to assist you with. 

Call 0800 408 5900 or visit www.helpscheme.co.uk for more information

Please note that installers registered with the government helpscheme will not call without an appointment and will carry a Help Scheme ID.

If you have any caller claiming to be from the Help Scheme or offering assistance to set up your TV and you haven’t made an appointment then refuse entry to your property and dial 999 and ask for police assistance immediately.

Suffolk Police are asking residents to look out for their vulnerable or elderly neighbours and to notify the police immediately of any suspicious callers.
-------------------------------------------------

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH RECEPTION EVENING - 24th June 2011

For all who attended the NHW evening reception on Friday, 24th - a very big thank you as your attendance made the event the success it certainly hope you took some useful information way from it. 
It was a great success with a reasonably good turnout of around 50 coordinators representing all areas. The evening was introduced by David Ruffley MP, with other guest presentations including a reformed offender "Bob Smith" who turned out to be the 'hit' of the evening by telling the audience a bit about his hard upbringing, how he broke into both commercial and domestic premises and what he looked for when selecting his 'targets'.

Sgt Sarah Shrubshall spoke about the benefits of Street Watch. In addition James Henson the chair of Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch, Mrs Colleen Atkins chair of the Eastern Region and Miss Sundeep Gill the National NHW Development Manager gave their own personal insight on NHW and how it works and how they would like to see it develop into an even bigger and better voluntary organisation, particularly wanting to get young people more involved.

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH 

It is one thing to research a subject it is quite another to ask active participants about their personal experience. We were very fortunate therefore to have in attendance Louis Smith ably assisted by his colleague Brian a fellow member of Lowestoft Community Speedwatch who were happy to discuss with reception attendees details of the work of CSW and show the Speed measurement device they use. Both Louis and Brian travelled down from Lowestoft for the event a return journey of approximately 110 miles showing real commitment and enthusiasm for what they do. 

Speeding remains a major issue particularly through the villages and is raised as by community members at nearly every SNT forum. If speeding is a concern to you and your neighbours then click the link below to the Suffolk Constabulary webpage for further details, and help improve the quality of life in your area. 
http://www.Suffolk.police.uk
IN THE FRAME:
DISTRACTION BURGLAR SENTENCED AT IPSWICH CROWN COURT

A man who carried out a series of dwelling and distraction burglaries across the UK has been sentenced to over four years in a young offenders institution.

Thomas Gilheaney, aged 20 and of Cobholm Place in Cambridge, admitted carrying out the burglaries in Leicestershire, Bedfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk between October 2008 and February 2009, as well as possessing criminal property when he was arrested with two other men in Newark in Nottinghamshire in February 2009.

Self-employed Gilheaney was due to stand trial last October (2010), but failed to appear in court and was posted as wanted. In his absence the other men, now aged 19 and 21, admitted the charge of possessing criminal property - the 21-year-old also pleaded guilty to six burglaries in Leicestershire, Bedfordshire and Staffordshire. The 19-year-old from Loughborough received a community sentence whilst the 21-year-old of no fixed address was sentenced to four years and three months’ detention.

Gilheaney was detained by Cambridgeshire Police on the A14 at Fenstanton in December 2010 and was taken to Ipswich Crown Court where he was remanded in custody. Prior to his trial he changed his plea and admitted the following offences -

Burglary dwelling, Park Road, Needham Market, Suffolk October 2008
Burglary dwelling, Barrow Hill, Barrow, Suffolk October 2008
Burglary dwelling, Hawes Lane, Norton, Suffolk December 2008
Burglary dwelling, High Street, Henlow, Bedfordshire December 2008
Distraction burglary, St Edmunds Close, Scole, Norfolk January 2009
Burglary dwelling, Pedley Lane, Clifton, Bedfordshire February 2009
Distraction burglary, Main Street, Great Dalby, Leicestershire February 2009
Possession of criminal property, Newark, Nottinghamshire February 2009

Yesterday at Ipswich Crown Court, Thomas Gilheaney was sentenced to four years and four months at a young offenders institution, including a month for failing to appear in court and a month for escaping from officers in Hertfordshire on another matter.

Investigating Officer DC Lisa Hunt said, “Thomas Gilheaney preyed on elderly and vulnerable people across the country, breaking into their homes or gaining their trust through distraction techniques to enter houses. Three of his burglaries saw him come into contact with his victims - in Needham Market he claimed to be looking for a cat when disturbed by the female occupant, in Scole he distracted the householder by pretending to search for a dog, and in Great Dalby the pretence ran to a lost dog and two “police officers” which distracted the victim. By entering their homes Thomas Gilheaney invaded the place they should feel most secure and I hope that the victims can feel safe again knowing he is now serving a lengthy prison sentence.

“This was a protracted enquiry stretching across many forces, and I would like to thank all those who assisted Suffolk Constabulary to share information, detain Thomas Gilheaney on a number of occasions and ultimately achieve this conviction at court.

“An application has been lodged to confiscate any criminal assets Gilheaney may have - crime does not pay, and if you profit from criminality we will pursue you through the courts to return these assets to their rightful place in the public purse, to be spent where genuinely needed rather than funding the lifestyles of those with a blatant disregard for the law.”


Failure to provide a specimen – Haverhill – man charged
A man has been charged with failing to provide a specimen at Bury St Edmunds Police Station following a road traffic collision on Chauntry Road in Haverhill early on the morning of Sunday 26th June. A 35 year old man from Ash Walk in Stradishall was due before Bury Magistrates on 5th July.

ILLEGAL RAVE – MAN ARRESTED
A man has been arrested on suspicion of organising an unauthorised licensable event, following an illegal rave at Barton Mills on Sunday 12th June.

Approximately 200 people and 70 vehicles were on the site and there was a fire in a barn during the rave.

The 25-year-old man from Wisbech has also been arrested on suspicion of affray, and has been released on police bail to attend the Bury St Edmunds Police Investigation Centre on 8th August.

STAMPING OUT CRIME AT BURY CHIROPODIST
Customers at a Bury St Edmunds chiropodist are helping to stamp out crime, as the practice joins forces with Suffolk Constabulary to pass on crime prevention advice.
Premier Podiatry based in the town centre will be stocking purse chains, purse alarms and leaflets on security and safety, and officers from the Bury Central Safer Neighbourhood Team will be popping in to chat about local issues.

Business owner and manager Sandra Eames said, “With many of our customers often leaving here to go into the town to shop or travelling in from rural areas, we are delighted to help pass on crime prevention packs and products to help improve the quality of community life.”

Crime Reduction Officer Bernard Plume added,“ We have already piloted this initiative in a local hairdressing salon and it seemed logical to enlarge it to other businesses. With Sandra’s strong relationship with her clients, the business is perfectly placed to spread the word on things like distraction burglaries, rogue traders, scams and purse theft - whilst we have no major problems, it’s always good to put protective measures in place.

“We aim to maintain Bury St Edmunds’s reputation as a safe place in which to live and work and we would be interested to hear from other businesses to partner with.”


SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM NEWS:
Community Engagement:

Coffee Caravan, Thursday 7th July, St Margaret’s Place, Stradishall 10am-12pm
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Diane Townsend 
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