
20th JUNE 2011
NOWTON PARK INCIDENT 
A woman has died following an incident in Nowton Park in Bury St Edmunds yesterday afternoon, Sunday 19th June.
Police were contacted by the ambulance service just before 4.30pm to reports that a horse and cart had got loose at an organised event there and had run over several people. A number of police officers, and ambulance vehicles, were sent to the scene. 
A 57-year-old woman from Bury St Edmunds was taken to Addenbrooke’s Hospital with critical injuries, she died earlier this morning.
A number of other people suffered less serious back or abdominal injuries, and some may have made their own way to hospital as well as those taken from the scene by ambulance. All those taken to the West Suffolk Hospital are believed to have been discharged.
An initial investigation into what happened is underway involving the local authorities and the Health and Safety Executive.

FREE TO ATTEND - BUSINESS CRIME SEMINAR IN BURY ST EDMUNDS!
THE Event for June – if you don’t attend anything else this year, you should attend this one.

Friday 24th June in Athenaeum, Angel Hill from 10am to 4.15pm

Businesses in Suffolk have the opportunity to attend a ‘Business Crime Seminar’ at the Athenaeum in Angel Hill, Bury St Edmunds from 10am to 4.15pm on Friday 24th June. Individuals are welcome to attend at any point during the day.

The event is being organised by Suffolk Police and local partner agencies to develop a pro-active approach to deter business crime.

The seminar will feature guest speakers including a Home Office minister, a local MP, business experts, an ex-offender and police officers speaking on a number of subjects that affect the business community. There will be presentations and demonstrations of innovative crime-prevention products such as DNA based marker systems, wi-fi alarms, vehicle tracking devices and other security items, as well as a talk by the ex-offender on how he targeted businesses and homes.

Suffolk Constabulary has also arranged for Autoglass to attend this event, who will be offering etching of vehicle registration numbers on all vehicle windows for free. For those unable to bring their vehicles to the event Autoglass are prepared to hand out vouchers to those business personnel attending so that they can again get the free service at a more convenient future date and time.

For the purpose of numbers, if you are interested in attending the business crime seminar please let both Phil and myself know – email us by WED 22nd June: 

Diane.townsend@suffolk.pnn.police.uk and phil.kemp@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Thank you.

--------------------------------------------

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
- Evening Reception

National Neighbourhood Watch Week culminates this year in a reception for Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators to be held on the evening of Friday 24th June 2011, from 5pm-8pm at the Athenaeum, Angel Hill, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 1LY. 

All Coordinators who have an email address will by now have received their invitation to the event. For those co-ordinators not on email, invitations have been sent by post.
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators in West Suffolk attending the event are asked to advise either by email or phone (ansaphone available out of hours) of their attendance. Email me at diane.townsend@suffolk.pnn.police.uk or ring me on 01284 774499

This information would greatly assist us in gauging catering requirements on the night.

DIANE’s DIALOGUE
DISTRACTION BURGLARY is one of the worst crimes commited against the elderly and vulnerable – please raise awareness with your members and check on any elderly or vulnerable people you know. 

Police have issued an EFIT likeness of a man they want to trace following a distraction burglary in Bury St Edmunds.

At around 11.50am on Thursday 9th June a man called at the home of a couple in their 80s in Springfield Avenue, stating he was fitting a bathroom nearby and he needed the water turning off in their kitchen. The woman said she didn’t know how to do this, so he said running the tap would be acceptable as it would drain the system.
The man then left as the tap was run, but returned after a short time and was challenged by the woman’s husband. He ran off. The house was then found to have been searched and cash had been stolen.
The offender is described as a white man in his early 30s, 5 foot 10 inches tall, of slim build with short dark hair and a round face and was wearing a grey sweatshirt and jeans.was 

Anyone who may have any information in relation to this incident is asked to contact DC Jacqui Mumford at West Suffolk CID on 01284 774100.

Please follow the advice given below, and please if you have relatives or neighbours who you think might benefit from this advice then please pass it on.

These simple tips should be followed to prevent this type of crime:

1. LOCK Keep your front and back doors locked, even when at home.

2. STOP Before you answer the door, stop and think if you are expecting anyone. Check that you have locked any back door and taken the key out. Look through the spy-hole or the window to see who it is.

3. CHAIN If you decide to open the door, put the door chain or bar on first. Keep the chain or bar on while you are talking to the person on the doorstep. (Normally when the door is shut and locked, leave the chain or bar off in case you need to get out in an emergency.)

4. CHECK Check their details and identity before you let them into your home. If it is someone looking for help only go out to help if you have someone else with you. If it is someone claiming to be an official, ask for and carefully check their identity card, make sure the callers name and picture are the same as on the identity card, even if the visit is pre-arranged. Check their identity with the company concerned if you are at all suspicious.

-----------------------------------
Crime Prevention advice is given free, without the intention of creating a contract. Neither do the Police Service nor the Home Office take any other legal responsibility for the advice given
------------------------------------

WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON?
Stepping Up Security At Suffolk Churches

People living in Suffolk’s rural communities are being urged to keep an eye on churches, as Suffolk Constabulary works with parishes to keep them safe. 

People living in Suffolk’s rural communities are being urged to keep an eye on churches, as Suffolk Constabulary works with parishes to keep them safe.

A Church Crime Prevention Seminar was held on 26th Mayat Earl Stonham Church, where delegates from around thirty churches met with police, insurers, the diocese and members of the Mid Suffolk Crime Prevention Panel to hear about the latest ways to improve security and guard against theft.

The majority of churches in the county now use SmartWater, a forensic marking solution which is applied to lead on the roof and can also be transferred onto the criminal, linking them to the crime scene. 

SmartWater is invisible to the naked eye, but is detectable by police and licensed scrap metal dealers using specialised equipment. 

Stolen lead can then be traced back to the church it was stolen from, and the thief apprehended.

Mid Suffolk Crime Reduction Officer Georgi Hawkes organised the seminar, she said communities are just as important in preventing and detecting crime as the more high-tech solutions.

“Members of the public are often key to our efforts to catch and convict criminals. 

Many use churches, the heart of the rural community, regularly and so can spot any persons or vehicles that are out of the ordinary. 

If you live within sight of a church you are ideally placed to keep an eye out for suspicious activity, please get into the habit of looking!

“If you see anything suspicious, dial 999 immediately – do not delay your call to the next day as by that time it is often too late to catch the criminal. 

In particular, look out for activity during the hours of darkness. Large vehicles such as vans and pick-up trucks, people with ladders, and people moving wheelie bins around may be unusual, or you may hear suspicious noises. 

If you see workmen at the church, check with the warden if they’re legitimate, and if in doubt dial 999 without delay.”

Any Parochial Church Council wishing to improve security at their own church can speak to their local Crime Reduction Officer on 01473 613500.
----------------------

ADVICE TO KEEP YOUR JEWELLERY SAFE

Suffolk Police are urging people to take extra measures to ensure expensive and sentimental items of jewellery are kept safe, following a series of burglaries in the Mid Suffolk and Babergh districts.

Five houses have been broken into, in Stowmarket, Crowfield, Bramford, Higham and East Bergholt, since the end of April. Jewellery worth almost £45,000 has been stolen with offenders forcing doors and windows during the daytime.

Babergh Crime Reduction Officer Verity Line said, “Basic security has not been an issue for these burglaries - keeping doors and windows locked will slow offenders down and forcing them may cause noise and can attract attention. However, once inside the burglars have been able to search and locate expensive items of jewellery. Any such items should be kept in a secure location, ideally a very good quality safe. Don’t keep items in the top drawer of a chest of drawers or in the back of the wardrobe, this is generally the first place offenders will look.

“Property marking is really important, and you can advertise the fact that this has been done by displaying window stickers. SmartWater can be used to mark items - it is invisible to the naked eye but is detectable by police using specialised equipment. Each SmartWater formula is unique, and the marking can be tested to trace the owner of the item.

“If you don’t want to use SmartWater on valuable jewellery, take detailed photographs. If you have the items valued keep this information safe and separate to the jewellery. If it is stolen we can circulate the pictures to auction rooms, jewellers and dealers and stand a better chance of recovering it.”

Alarms, security lighting and CCTV can all be used to keep homes more secure. Keep gardens tidy and gates locked so criminals have nowhere to hide. If you notice any suspicious people or vehicles at your neighbour’s property, call police. Dial 999 if a crime is in progress.

For further advice contact your local Crime Reduction Officer on 01473 613500. Anyone with any information about the burglaries listed should contact West Suffolk CID on 01284 774100 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

-------------------------

POLICE URGE CLUBBERS TO KEEP HOLD OF MOBILE PHONES 

Police in are reminding partygoers to keep hold of their mobile phones in pubs and clubs after a number of reported thefts.

Officers have noticed incidents are being reported when handbags and phones are left unattended - even for a short period of time - say collecting drinks from a bar. 

Smartphone handsets are expensive to replace, but with smartphones comes the potential for identity theft as so much information is stored on the device.s also on the increase. Blackberry and iPhones to name but two allow you to store lots of personal information such as addresses, phone numbers and bank details.

Officers visit second-hand dealers on a regular basis to see if they are keeping their records up-to-date, as well as raising awareness of the types of goods that are being stolen to make them more vigilant when items are being offered for sale.

Don't become a victim - be aware of where - your personal items are on a night out!

IMPORTANT PUBLIC SAFETY INFORMATION
TELEPHONE SCAMS

It has been a little while, but hey they are back again! 

A couple of folks, one a Parish Councillor have received telephone calls purporting to be from Suffolk County Council Council and claiming to offer a Council Tax rebate on behalf of the Council. 

Although the persons contacted declined and put the phone down some people might take it seriously and perhaps be tempted to disclose their bank account details. 

Firstly Councils, Banks and other official bodies such as HMRC do not offer rebates by phone. 

If you are fortunate enough to be entitled to a rebate all communications will be by letter on official headed notepaper with the appropriate references and telephone numbers. 

Never disclose your personal details or bank, building society accounts, pin numbers or passwords over the phone or in response to an email. 

Under these circumstances you simply don’t know who you might be dealing with! 

If you receive a communication through the post then phone (get the number from information) and call them yourself to verify, don’t phone the number they give you without checking it is bonafide. 

Finally if you do get a call offering you money in -

a share of some unknown persons will, or 

a rebate, 

or even a lotto win which you can’t remember buying the ticket for as you didn’t ........

The best advice is to say “no thank you” and put the phone down. Then go back to whatever it was you were doing before you were interrupted.

IN THE FRAME:
Drink driving – Bury St Edmunds – two men charged

A man has been charged with drink driving after officers stopped a car on Risbygate Street in Bury St Edmunds early on the morning of Saturday 11th June. a 31 year old man of Appledown Drive in Bury St Edmunds is due before Bury Magistrates on 21st June.

Another man has been charged with drink driving after officers received a report of a vehicle being driven erratically in Fornham Road in Bury St Edmunds on the evening of Sunday 12th June, and attended a property in Jocelyn Close. Andrew A 48 year old man from Jocelyn Close in Bury St Edmunds has also been charged with driving without insurance and is due before Bury Magistrates on 21st June.
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